
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



ABBA FATHER & HUMAN FATHERHOOD
 

Steve Chapman 
 
Around this time each year, we 
celebrate Father’s Day. It’s a 
moment to reflect on the influence 
our earthly fathers have had in 
shaping who we are. For some, this 
brings gratitude; for others, it brings 
complexity or pain. But when we 
pause and think about our Heavenly 
Father, Scripture invites us to turn 
our thinking the other way around. 
Instead of defining God’s 
Fatherhood by human experience, 
we allow God to show us Who the 
True Father Really Is.  
 
The Bible reveals that God is not 
simply like a father — He is Father, 
eternally and essentially. “Abba 
Father” is the intimate term 
expressing the close relationship we 
can have with Him: “Abba Father is 
the intimate term that translates to 
our dear Father or daddy…” This 
Fatherhood is not derived from 
human fatherhood; rather, human 
fatherhood is a reflection of His. 

 

 
Fatherhood in the Old Testament 
The Old Testament contains 
glimpses of God’s Fatherhood. 
Psalm 103:13 declares, “As a father 
has compassion for his children, so the 
Lord has compassion for those who 
fear Him.” Genesis 1:26 shows God’s 
intention for relationship: “Let us 
make mankind in our image, according 
to Our likeness…” Although the Old 
Testament’s picture of God as 
Father is present but not fully 
explicit, it lays the foundation for 
what becomes clear in the New 
Testament. 
 

 
 
Fatherhood in the New Testament 
The New Testament is built upon 
the reality of God’s Fatherhood. 
Luke’s genealogy ends with the 
words, “son of Enos, son of Seth, son 
of Adam, son of God!” (Luke 3:38). 
Paul affirms in Acts 17 that all 
people are God’s offspring and are 
meant to worship Him. This means 
that creationally, God is Father to all 
humanity. 
 
Jesus’ own teaching deepens this 
understanding. He speaks uniquely 



of God as His Father and teaches His 
followers to see God as “Your 
Heavenly Father” or “Your Father 
Who is in Heaven.” Matthew 5:44–48 
shows that God’s Fatherhood is 
marked by love for all humankind, 
and His children are called to reflect 
that love — even toward enemies. 

 
Essential Fatherhood 
The New Testament also reveals 
that God is Father by nature, not 
merely by action. Human fathers 
become fathers through 
procreation, but God was Father 
before creation. He created through 
His eternal Word — the One who 
became Jesus Christ. As John 1:14 
says, “The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us… the glory as of the 
only Son of the Father.” 
 
Hebrews 1:1–3 reinforces this: the 
Father created the worlds through 
the Son, implying the Son’s 
pre-existence. Therefore, God has 
always been Father, and the Son has 
always been Son. Fatherhood is not 
an added role — it is part of God’s 
eternal identity. 

 
Fatherhood, Sonship, and 
Creation 
Creation itself reflects this divine 
relationship. The Father creates as 
Abba Father, the Son mediates 
creation, and the Spirit is the Spirit of 
Life, bringing order and vitality. In 
the Creation there is a Father-Son 
creating of all things! 
 
Human beings are created 
differently from the rest of creation. 
God declares, “Let us make human 
beings in our image,” establishing a 
unique relationship between God 
and humanity. This relationship is so 
profound that when the Son 
becomes incarnate, it is possible 
precisely because humans already 
bear God’s image. 
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Redemptional Fatherhood 
Redemption also flows from God’s 
eternal Fatherhood. Ephesians 1:3–
8 shows that before creation, God 
planned that His chosen ones would 
become His sons and daughters 
through Christ. Redemption is not 
merely rescue from sin; it is the 
Father’s purpose to bring His 
children home. Redeemed children 
are to be to the praise of the Father 
God. 
 
Through Christ’s saving work, 
human beings are freed from guilt, 
sin, and death. The Spirit applies this 
redemption, enabling believers to 
know God intimately as Abba Father. 
 
Implications for Fathers Today 
Father’s Day gives us an opportunity 
to honour earthly fathers — their 
sacrifices, love, and presence. But it 
also reminds us that every good 
fatherly gift comes from the Father 
above. For those with wonderful 
fathers, God’s Fatherhood deepens 
gratitude. For those with painful or 
complicated father experiences, 
God’s Fatherhood brings healing and 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

hope. For fathers themselves, God’s 
Fatherhood becomes the pattern 
and strength for their calling. 
 

 
 
Human fatherhood is fragile and 
imperfect. God’s Fatherhood is 
eternal, strong, and unchanging. He 
is the Father who: 
 

• Knows us completely 
• Loves us faithfully 
• Disciplines us wisely 
• Provides for us generously 
• Welcomes us joyfully 

 
As we celebrate Father’s Day, may 
we look to Abba Father, the true and 
eternal Father, who created us, 
redeemed us, and calls us His 
beloved children. 

 

 

 

 

 



BIRTHDAYS IN SEPTEMBER 
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TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


