
WHAT DO CHAPLAINS DO?

WHO ARE SCHOOL CHAPLAINS?
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What are their academic qualifications?

82%

2,200
NUMBER OF SCHOOLS

SUPPORTED BY
CHAPLAINS

Social sciences

Education

Ministry/Theology

Other

The average
number of
work days is 3

Master

Grad. Cert. / Dip.

Bachelor

Diploma / Adv. Dip.

Certificate IV
(minimum qualification)

The average
age is 44

have qualifications above
the minimum standards

EVERY TERM
chaplains deliver

37,460
program sessions

2 0 1 6  N A T I O N A L  S C H O O L
C H A P L A I N C Y  S N A P S H O T

Breakdown of formal conversations
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69%
students

EVERY WEEK
chaplains have

18,535
formal conversations
WITH STUDENTS,
STAFF & PARENTS

8
student conversations

THAT’S AN AVERAGE OF

2
sta� conversations

1.4
parent conversations

PER CHAPLAIN FOR EACH
AVERAGE 3 DAY WEEK

How many days per week are
they in schools?

1
2
3
4
5

4%
35%

20%
20%
21%

Gender

School chaplains promote social, emotional and spiritual wellbeing through role modelling, mentoring, pastoral care
and structured programs. These dimensions of care enhance a school’s overall wellbeing strategy and contribute to
the achievement of a school’s educational goals.

Social, emotional
& spiritual support

Wellbeing
outcomes

Educational
outcomes

These programs cover issues including relationships,
grief and loss, family breakdown, bullying/harassment and
school disengagement.



EVERY WEEK
chaplains have

12,696
formal conversations
WITH STUDENTS

Sources of referral

School sta�

Self

Parent

Chaplain

Friend

Outcomes

Ongoing pastoral support from chaplain

Development of action plan

Professional referral

No further action required

Information given

Advocacy

Child protection reporting

61%
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10%

10%
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44%

27%

16%

10%
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Formal pastoral conversations with
particular student groups per week

Indigenous

Disability/special needs

In state care

Culturally diverse

LGBTI

Refugee

Juvenile justice

1292
979

802
700

151
122

80

Background Information:

The National School Chaplaincy Association (NSCA) is a network of Christian Chaplaincy organisations in Australia. It is represented by

Access Ministries (VIC), Generate Ministries (NSW), Schools Ministry Group (SA), YouthCARE (WA) and Scripture Union (ACT, QLD and TAS).

Methodology:

The 2015 National Chaplain Census took place during term 3, 2015 when 1179 chaplains took the survey

with 1023 completes. The data presented in this infographic has been extrapolated from the survey data

to match the total number of chaplains (1647) in Australia working for organisations that are part of the

National Schools Chaplaincy Association (NSCA) at the end of term 3. The total number of chaplains

involved in the National School Chaplaincy Program (NSCP) was 2851 on 27/8/2013.

(docs.education.gov.au/system/files/doc/other/document_for_disclosure_log.pdf)
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Breakdown of time spent by activity involvement

Half of the activites that chaplains are involved
in relate to social, emotional and spiritual
support of students, sta� and parents.

Meetings each week with school-based support sta�
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